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BROCKHAUS' I\{‘\'(‘LGE‘.EIIIA

Wo have received from B. Westermann & Co, the
wolumes and parts as far as jssued of the new edi-
tion of the famous Conversafions- Lerikon, a work

which for abont eighty years has given to the
mame of the pablisher, Brockhaus, of Leipzig, a
eelebrity even beyvond the range of the l’_h\nn.tm ign-
guage. It was on ainully, s its title implies, in-
tended as a guidoe to polite and s¢ holarly conversa-
tion, but by sneoessive changes and enlargements
{ts scope was extended toall the nses of a genvial
dictionary of knowledge, and it Dy as been ealled the
parent of the whale line of modern papular encyoio-
pedias. Tertainly it was ono of the first in any
eountry to carry out the enmbination of compre-
hensiveness, thoronghness, compaotness and con-
venienoe at which all such pnblications now adn,
The first edition appoared in six volumes hotwenn
1706 and 1510, The sovonth edition became the
basis of * The Egevelopmdia Americaua " pondnoted
by Dr. Franeis Lieber (Philade Iphia, 1829-"33), whoe,
however, belides trauslating most of the Gerinan
toxt, added a great deal of new matter, espee dally
on American topics. The process of rey ision and
fmprovewent, under Brockhaus' managament,
geems to have gone on with little interruption, the
work maintaining its high character in
most a1-l|\m‘on|1n'l:.lun. and losing none of 1ts pop-
ularity.

The present edition, begun in 1852, is the gix-
teenth. Itis to be completed in sixteen large oc-
tave volumes, seven of which are now on sale, nod
it ix issued also in parts (fifteen to 4 volume); six of
those belonging to Vol VIIL are prmlcti the
Jast article being “* Grossbritannde w"  The Ger,
wmans are not distingnished for boantiful t‘puu’.
raphy, bnt this work is admirably printed, the
letters being close, but unnsually elear, the pross-
work carofal, and the arrangement of the page, dis-
tribation of sub-titles, marks of division, eross-ref-
erences, ete., porfectly distinet. Illustrations have
been nserted ahundantly, a valnable featura which
the early editions lacked., Besides diagrawms, plins

and swall pietures in the text, each voluwe con-
tains a copions appendix of large wondeuts aud
maps, the latter printed on heavy eream- -tinted pa-
per. Among the topies which have been most lili
erally and successfully illnstrated are the v varions
titles in natural history, ethunography, anatomy,
pliysies, architecture, seulpture, the mechanic arts,
railroads, and machinery of various kinds. The
anatomical plates are exquisitely printod in tliree
colors. =till better are the delicately tintod maps,
§n which the dranghtsman and printer Ill'Iﬂ‘N’"l
them have contrived to presont a wealth of det fail
without obwenrity,

The Conversations-Leriton has never vied with
the “En ypedia Britauniea™ in the elabora-
tion of its larger articles, snch as the scieutilic
treatises and brilliant historical aud biographical
essays by acknowledged aunthorities, upon whieh
the Edinburgh publication rests its best title to
fame. It has attempted rather to include every
title that an ordinary reader or student ean reason-
ably look for, to put the accessible information re-
specting it into the most compact foru, to gve the
Jatest information, and to arrauge its matier so as to
facilitate teferance. In this endeavor it las been
singularly snecessful. Tt includes biogn wpliles of
the living, and it shonld be noticed that it pays
considerable attention to this conntry in all the de-
partments.

e
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